Cragside Church of England Primary School

English Overview 2025-26

Year Little Stars Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4

Key Texts Owl babies (CLPE) Goldilocks and three The Very hungry Dear Zoo
bears caterpillar

Reading | can enjoy sharing books, | With support | am With support | am With support | am

turning pages. beginning to name beginning to talk about beginning to recall key

characters, pretend to stories, recognise events in my favourite
read, and recognise my environmental print, give | stories.
name or photo. meaning to marks.

Oracy | can respond to my | can use 2-3 word | can use short sentences | | can ask simple

name, listen to short
stories and songs, use
gestures and single words
to communicate needs.

phrases, follow simple
instructions, join in with
repeated refrains and
actions.

(3-5 words), answer a
where question,use new
vocabulary in play.

questions, speak
confidently to familiar
adults and peers.
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Year Little Stars

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Phase 4

Key Texts

Owl babies (CLPE)

Goldilocks and three
bears

The Very hungry
caterpillar

Dear Zoo
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Year N Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Barbara throws a wobbler CLPE The gingerbread man Oliver’s vegetables Vivian French
SSh we have a plan CLPE Three billy goats gruff Jaspers beanstalk Sam Godwin
The Colour Monster The three little pigs The tiny seed
10 seeds
We’re going on a bear hunt CLPE Little red hen Jack and the beanstalk
Dear Santa
What the ladybird heard CLPE
Reading Comprehension-I can name some characters Comprehension-I know that in English we read | Comprehension-I can name different parts of a

from a familiar story.

| know that story time is fun.

| can look at a book independently.

| can turn pages carefully and one at a time.
| can enjoy sharing a book with an adult or a
friend.

| can talk about some pictures in a favourite
book.

Word reading - | can point to the writing in a
text when asked to.

| know that print carries meaning.

| know that print can have different purposes.
| can find my name with adult support.

| can enjoy listening to rhymes and poems.

from left to right and top to bottom.

| can understand one key event in a familiar
story.

| can pretend to read a familiar book.

| can point to the part | like in a familiar book.
| know that books have a beginning and an
end.

Word reading -I can count and clap syllables in
words.

| can recognise my name out of a small
selection.

| can recognise familiar words in the local
environment eg Aldi, Sainsbury’s.

book (front cover, back, title).

| can learn basic new words related to key
books.

| can make a choice about which book | like
best.

| can give a reason why | like a specific part in
a book.

| can make a simple prediction about what
might happen next.

Word reading -I can hear that some words
have the same initial sound , eg mat and
mummy.

| can recognise my name out of a large
selection.
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| can recognise some of my friends’ names.

SSh we have a plan CLPE
The Colour Monster

We’re going on a bear hunt CLPE
Dear Santa

Three billy goats gruff
The three little pigs

Little red hen

Oracy | can communicate my needs and wants using | can communicate my needs and wants using | | can use a longer sentenced during carpet
2-3 word phrases. short sentences. time (4- 6 words).
| can join in with simple refrains in familiar | can initiate a conversation with a friend or | can answer why questions with some
rhymes and stories with actions to support. adult. support.
| know how to find things out by asking simple | I can join in with simple refrains in familiar | can use some new words to express myself
questions. rhymes and stories. and my thoughts.
| can point at pictures, use single words/ short | | can use talk to organise my play. | know 2 familiar songs or rhymes off by heart.
phrases to communicate what | plan to do. | can use simple sentences to communicate | will ask why when exploring during play
what | plan to do (3-4 words). sessions.
| know how to take turns in small discussions.
Year N Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Barbara throws a wobbler CLPE The gingerbread man Oliver’s vegetables Vivian French

Jaspers beanstalk Sam Godwin
The tiny seed

10 seeds

Jack and the beanstalk

What the ladybird heard CLPE

Transcription

| can make marks using pens, pencils, crayons
and paints.

| can include some letter like shapes in my
mark making.

| can write some letters in my name
independently.
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Year R Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Ruby’s Worry CLPE 10 Things | can do to help my world CLPE Errol's Garden CLPE
In every house in every street Planet full of plastic Peepo
Twirly whirly me Three billy goats gruff, three little pigs, Gingerbread The tiger who came to tea
The Gigantic Turnip CLPE man Yucky worms CLPE
Blue Penguin CLPE Rosies walk
Martha maps it out
Reading Word reading-| can read some individual letters by Word reading- | know 26 initial sounds. Word reading-I know my alphabet sounds and 10 digraphs.

saying the sound for them (RWI scheme)
| can blend sounds into words when spoken by an
adult.

Comprehension -

| can understand the words author and illustrator.

| can make a prediction about the book based on the
front coverltitle.

| know events that happen at the start and end of a
story.

| can describe and talk about some of the characters
from key books.

| can read some CVC words using the letter
sounds | know.
| can read some red words (RWI scheme)

| can read dittys and red books (RWI scheme).

Comprehension-| can use a story map to retell
a story.

| know events that happen at the start, middle
and end of a story.

| can use recently introduced vocabulary from
a focus book during play.

| can make predictions about what will happen
next, based on the story so far.

| can use my phonic knowledge to read short words.
| can read simple sentences including red words.
| can read Green Story Books (RWI scheme).

Comprehension-I can retell a story that has been read to me
using new vocabulary.

| can anticipate key events in stories.

| can use and understand recently used vocabulary during
class discussion and or role play.

| can suggest appropriate alternative endings of a story.
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Blue Penguin CLPE

Rosies walk
Martha maps it out

YearR Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Ruby’s Worry CLPE 10 Things | can do to help my world CLPE Errol's Garden CLPE

In every house in every street Planet full of plastic Peepo

Twirly whirly me Three billy goats gruff, three little pigs, Gingerbread The tiger who came to tea

The Gigantic Turnip CLPE man Yucky worms CLPE
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Year R Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Grammar & | am beginning to use full stops. | sometimes use capital letters and full stops
Punctuation | am beginning to use finger spaces. correctly.
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Depending on children’s outcomes in RWI they will access the Year 1 Curriculum when ready to progress in RWI groups.

Year 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Power of Reading: Power of Reading: Power of Reading: Power of Reading: Power of Reading: Power of Reading:
Fiction - Beegu Fiction - Emperor’s Egg Fiction- The Robot and the Fiction - The Adventures of Fiction- The Bee who spoke The Secret Sky Garden
Bluebird Egg Box Dragon
Poetry - Out and About a First | : The Growing Story There's a Tiger in the Garden
Book of Poems Winter Sleep Oliver’s Vegetables
Leaf Thief Rabbit and Bear Three Little Pigs Jack and The Beanstalk
Pumpkin Soup The Tiny Seed
Pattan’s Pumpkin
Reading (RWI) Purple Pink Blue
Read Set 2 Read Set 2 Sounds Teach Set 3 Teach Set 3 Teach Set 3 Sounds Teach Set 3 Sounds
Sounds and and matching Sounds and Sounds and and matched and corresponding
Phonics Green Phonics Green matched matched Phonics Phonics Green Phonics Green
Words Read Words Teach Set 3 Phonics Green Green Words Words Read Set 1, Words

Set 1 Phonics
Green Words
and build speed
Read nonsense
words Spell
using Fred
Fingers

Sounds and
matched Phonics
Green Words (once
reading Set 2
sounds and words

confidently)
Read Set 1 and
2 Phonics
Green Words
and build speed
Read nonsense
words Spell
using Fred
Fingers: focus
on Set 2 words

Words

Read Set 1, 2 and
3 Phonics Green
Words and build
speed

Read nonsense
words

Spell using Fred
Fingers: focus on
Set 2 words

Read Set 1, 2 and
3 Phonics Green
Words and build
speed Read
nonsense words
Spell using Fred
Fingers: Set 2 and
3 words

2 and 3 Phonics
Green Words and
build speed Read
nonsense words
Spell using Fred
Fingers: Set 2 and
3 words

Read Set 1, 2 and
3 Phonics Green

Words speedily
Read nonsense
words

Spell using Fred
Fingers: Set 2 and
3 words

All NC reading

apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of
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objectives to be
covered
throughout all
texts in a
cumulative and
progressive way
throughout the
year

letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes

read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been taught read common exception words, noting unusual
correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word

read words containing taught GPCs and —s, —es, —ing, —ed, —er and —est endings read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught
GPCs

read words with contractions [for example, I'm, I'll, we’ll], and understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s)

read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to
work out words

re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading

develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:

listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently being
encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences

becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics
recognising and joining in with predictable phrases learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart discussing word
meanings, linking new meanings to those already known

understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by:

drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher

checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading

discussing the significance of the title and events

making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done

predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say

explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.
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Pattan’s Pumpkin

Year 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Power of Reading: Power of Reading: Power of Reading: Power of Reading: Power of Reading: Power of Reading:
Fiction - Beegu Fiction - Emperor’s Egg Fiction- The Robot and the Fiction - The Adventures of Fiction- The Bee who spoke The Secret Sky Garden
Bluebird Egg Box Dragon
Poetry - Out and About a First | : The Growing Story There’s a Tiger in the Garden
Book of Poems Winter Sleep Oliver’s Vegetables
Leaf Thief Rabbit and Bear Three Little Pigs Jack and The Beanstalk
Pumpkin Soup The Tiny Seed
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Year 1

TBC with RWI

Transcription

Autumn 1 Autumn 2

Letter Families (Printed then Introducing
Pre-cursive)

Curly caterpillar family: c, a, 0,d, g, q, e, s, f
Long ladder family: I, i, t, u, y, j

One-armed robot family: r, n, m, h, b, p, k
Start and finish letters in the correct place.
Form lower-case letters correctly.

Spring 1 Spring 2

Consistent size and orientation

Letters sitting correctly on the line
Ascenders and descenders correctly formed
Clear spacing between words

Practise all lower-case letters with correct
orientation

Summer 1 Summer 2

Increased fluency and speed (without losing
accuracy)

Secure letter formation from memory
Consistent pre-cursive style

Begin regular joining (if school policy
introduces joins in Year 1)

Diagonal joins to letters without ascenders (if
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Begin to introduce simple lead-in strokes
(pre-cursive entry strokes).

Dictation (RWI)

Introduce capital letters (correct size and
positioning)

Begin simple diagonal and horizontal joins (if
ready)

Dictation (RWI)

ready)
Horizontal joins (if ready)

Dictation (RWI)
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Depending on children’s outcomes in RWI they will access the Year 2 English Curriculum when ready to progress.

Year 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Poems to perform Rapunzel Meerkat Mail Where the WIld things | Marvellous, fluffy The Secret of Black
are Squishy ltty Bitty Rock
Here we Are The Owl who was afraid of George’s Marvellous
the Dark Medicine The Dark A Crows Tale orangutans (AL)

Reading RWI Blue listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of

Teach Set 3 Sounds Read Set 1, 2 Read Set 1, 2 and contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level
All NC reading and corresponding and 3 Sounds 3 Sounds and beyond that at which they can read independently

objectives to be
covered throughout
all texts in a
cumulative and
progressive way
throughout the year

Phonics Green
Words

Read Set 1,2 and 3
Phonics Green
Words speedily
Read nonsense
words

Spell using Fred
Fingers: Set 2 and 3
words

and matched
Phonics Green
Words Speedily
Read
multi-syllabic
words Read
nonsense words
Spell using Fred
Fingers: multi-
syllabic, Set 2
and 3 words

matched Phonics
Green Words
Speedily Read
multi-syllabic words
Read nonsense
words Spell using
Fred Fingers:
multi-syllabic, Set 2
and 3 words

continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode

words until

automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent
read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the

graphemes taught

so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes

discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of
information are related becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling
a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales

being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different
ways recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and

poetry

discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings

to known vocabulary

discussing their favourite words and phrases

continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart,
appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to

make the meaning clear

drawing on what they already know or on background information and
vocabulary provided by the teacher
checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting

inaccurate reading

making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done
answering and asking questions
predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far
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read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same

graphemes as
above

read words containing common suffixes
read further common exception words, noting unusual
correspondences between
spelling and sound and where these occur in the word

read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and

blending, when

they have been frequently encountered

read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic
knowledge, sounding out
unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation
re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word

participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are

read to them and

those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to

what others say

explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other

material, both

those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves.

reading.

Oracy Focus Focus Focus Focus Focus Focus
Extending Ideas Listening to Others Justifying Opinions Collaborative Talk Storytelling & Sharing & Presenting
Objectives Objectives Objectives Objectives Performance
Speak in sentences Listen/respond; ask Use Work in pairs/groups; | Objectives Objectives
with conjunctions; questions evidence/examples summarise Retell stories with L
give reasons Outcomes Outcomes Outcomes detail; role play Speak aughbly,
Outcomes Partner discussions Simple debates Group Outcomes structure ideas
Short oral Activities ActivitiesClass problem-solving Character role-play Outcomes
explanations Peer interview; Q&A debates (“Which Activities Activities Present experiences
Activities after story reading character was Group story creation; | Freeze-frame story Activities
“Because” sentence kindest?”); planning a class moments; role-play

games; share
opinions on story
events

“Agree/Disagree”
line-ups

display collaboratively

with dialogue

“My holiday news”
presentations; small
group sharing
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Year 2

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Key Texts

Poems to perform

Here we Are

Rapunzel

The Owl who was afraid
of the Dark

Meerkat Mail

George’s Marvellous
Medicine

Where the WiIld things

are

The Dark

Marvellous, fluffy
Squishy ltty Bitty

A Crows Tale

The Secret of Black
Rock

Orangutans (AL)
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Year 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
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Transcription &
Handwriting

Correct posture and pencil grip

Accurate letter formation

Consistent letter size and orientation
Secure ascenders and descenders
Spacing between words

Revising Letter Families

Curly letters (¢, a,d, g,0,q, s, e, f)
Ladder letters (1, i, t, u, y, j)

One-armed robot letters (r, n, m, h, b, p, k)
Introducing Joins (Letter-join progression)
Diagonal and Horizontal joins

b and d

Practise simple joined digraphs
sequencing

Dictation

HFW

Diagonal joins to ascenders
Horizontal joins to ascenders
Practising tricky joins (e.g. br, pr, wh)
Consistency in size and slant
Developing Fluency

Writing sentences at speed
Maintaining legibility when writing longer
pieces

Capital letters and full stops correctly
positioned within joined writing
Number formation

Capital Letters

Dictation

HFW

Confident, consistent joined handwriting

Even spacing and sizing

Neat presentation across subjects

Writing on lines with appropriate
ascender/descender height

Speed and Automaticity

Dictation passages

Timed handwriting practice

Applying joins automatically without prompting
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Year 3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts PoR: Ug Boy Genius PoR: Michael Rosen's | PoR: Pugs of the PoR: The Lost Happy | PoR: The Rhythm of PoR: Marcy and the
of the Stone Age Big Book of Bad Frozen North. Endings Rain Riddle of the Sphinx
Things Poetry lllustrated Novel.
PoR: The Iron Man Arthur and the Performance poetry
PoR: Quill Soup) Golden Rope Wordsmith The Ancient Egypt
Shape Poems Sleepover Club
PoR: The Pebble in (Wordsmith)
my Pocket
information text (s
Reading apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1,

both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet

read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word.
develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:

listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks

reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes

using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books,
including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally

identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform,
showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry]

understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:

checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context
asking questions to improve their understanding of a text

drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with
evidence

predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
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identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these
identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning

retrieve and record information from non-fiction
participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening

to what others say.

Oracy

Focus: Foundations
of Talk & Listening
Skills

Key Coverage
listen and respond
appropriately to
adults and peers
maintain attention
and participate
actively in
collaborative
conversations
speak audibly and
clearly with increasing
confidence
Learning
Opportunities
Class discussion
rules and routines
Talk partner games
Listening ladder
activities

Sharing ideas about
familiar stories or
experiences
Modelling full
sentences in
discussion

Focus: Asking
Questions &
Extending ldeas
Key Coverage

ask relevant
questions to extend
understanding

use spoken language
to explore ideas

use strategies to build
vocabulary
Learning
Opportunities
Question stems
display (“Why...?”",
“How do you
know...?")

Hot seating
characters from
stories

Science enquiry
questioning

Group brainstorming
activities

Sharing and
explaining ideas in
pairs

Focus: Explaining &
Giving Reasons
Key Coverage
articulate and justify
answers and opinions
give well-structured
descriptions and
explanations

speak audibly and
fluently with
increasing clarity
Learning
Opportunities
Explain maths
reasoning to a partner
Describe processes
in Science

“Convince me”
activities for PE
tactics or
problem-solving

Oral rehearsal before
writing or
presentation

Focus: Responding
to Others &
Considering
Viewpoints

Key Coverage
consider and evaluate
different viewpoints
participate actively in
collaborative
conversations
articulate and justify
opinions

Learning
Opportunities

Small group debates
on familiar topics
Role cards:
summariser,
questioner, challenger
Moral dilemma
discussions in PSHE
or History

Peer feedback on
discussion
participation

Focus: Performance
& Presentation
Skills

Key Coverage
participate in
discussions,
presentations,
performances, role
play, improvisations
and debates

gain and maintain
listener interest
select and use
appropriate registers
for effective
communication
Learning
Opportunities
Drama activities:
freeze frame, role
play

Poetry or story
performance
Presenting learning to
another class

Voice projection,
pace, and expression
workshops

Focus: Independent
Discussion & Oracy
Application

Key Coverage

(All PoS statements
revisited and applied
independently)

give descriptions,
explanations and
narratives

participate in
discussions and
debates

consider and evaluate
different viewpoints
use appropriate
registers

maintain and monitor
listener interest
Learning
Opportunities
End-of-year group
presentations or
projects

Panel-style
discussions or
debates

Reflective oral




" Cragside Church of England Primary School English Overview 2025-26




Cragside Church of England Primary School

English Overview 2025-26

Year 3

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Key Texts

PoR: Ug Boy Genius
of the Stone Age

PoR: The Iron Man

PoR: Michael Rosen's
Big Book of Bad
Things Poetry

PoR: Quill Soup
PoR: The Pebble in

my Pocket
information text

PoR: Pugs of the
Frozen North.
lllustrated Novel.

Shape Poems
(Wordsmith)

PoR: The Lost Happy
Endings

Arthur and the
Golden Rope

PoR: The Rhythm of
Rain

Performance poetry
Wordsmith

PoR: Marcy and the
Riddle of the Sphinx

The Ancient Egypt
Sleepover Club
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Year 3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
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Transcription Revision of all joins from Year 2 Fluency in joined script Confident, legible joined handwriting
Securing diagonal and horizontal joins Writing with increased speed while maintaining | Writing in ink (where appropriate)
Joining from letters with ascenders and legibility Clear ascenders/descenders
descenders Spacing between words Presentation across subjects
Consistent letter size and orientation Writing in paragraphs with consistent Dictation
Roman Numerals presentation
Dictation Dictation
Year 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts The Tin Forest Did the Shang How do you Libba: The Mouse Bird Snake The Wild
Dynasty really explain that? (2 Magnificent Wolf Robot.
exist? weeks) Write an Musical Life of
Grace Nichols explanation for Elizabeth Cotton The Wild Robot.
Collected Poems Sounds Spooky changing by Laura Veirs, Grace Nichols
Podcast materials illustrated by Collected Poems
James Carter Tatyana
Collected Poems Fazlalizadeh James Carter
Freeverse and One Plastic Bag (Chronicle) Collected Poems
haiku
Grace Nichols
Collected Poems
James Carter
Collected Poems
Kennings and raps
Reading apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1,

both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet
read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word.
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develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:
listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks
reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes
using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books,
including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally
identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform,
showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s
interest and imagination recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry]
understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:
checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context
asking questions to improve their understanding of a text
drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with

evidence

predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these
identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning

retrieve and record information from non-fiction
participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening

to what others say.

Oracy

Focus:
Foundations of
Talk & Active
Listening

Key Coverage
listen and respond
appropriately to
adults and their
peers

maintain attention
and participate

Focus:
Questioning &
Clarifying
Understanding
Key Coverage

ask relevant
questions to extend
their understanding
and knowledge
use relevant
strategies to build

Focus:
Explanation &
Reasoning

Key Coverage
articulate and justify
answers,
arguments and
opinions

give well-structured
descriptions and
explanations

Focus: Building
on Others’ Ideas &
Considering
Viewpoints

Key Coverage
consider and
evaluate different
viewpoints
maintain attention
and participate
actively in

Focus:
Performance &
Presentation
Skills

Key Coverage
participate in
discussions,
presentations,
performances, role
play, improvisations
and debates

Focus:
Independent
Discussion &
Oracy Application
Key Coverage

(All PoS statements
revisited and
applied
independently)
give well-structured
descriptions,
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actively in their vocabulary speak audibly and collaborative gain, maintain and | explanations and
collaborative use spoken fluently with conversations monitor the interest | narratives
conversations language to increasing articulate and justify | of the listener(s) participate in
speak audibly and develop command of opinions select and use discussions and
fluently with an understanding Standard English Learning appropriate debates
increasing through speculating | Learning Opportunities registers for consider and
command of and exploring ideas | Opportunities Small-group effective evaluate different
Standard English Learning Maths reasoning debates communication viewpoints
Learning Opportunities explanations Moral dilemma Learning select and use
Opportunities Question stems Explaining discussions Opportunities appropriate
Establish talk rules | displays processes in “Agree, build, Poetry performance | registers
and roles Hot seating Science challenge” talk Drama techniques | gain and maintain
Talk partner (History/English “Convince me” structures (freeze frame, listener interest
routines characters) partner tasks Role cards conscience alley) Learning
Listening games Vocabulary building | Structured (summariser, Presenting learning | Opportunities
and response through discussion | explanation challenger, to another class Group project
stems Science enquiry sentence stems questioner) Voice projection presentations
Book talk questioning Oral rehearsal Peer feedback on and expression Panel-style
discussions Clarifying and before writing discussion skills workshops discussions
Modelling summarising Adapting tone for Philosophy-style
full-sentence activities formal vs informal enquiry sessions
answers contexts End-of-year
reflection
presentations
Recorded
presentation for
progression
evidence
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Collected Poems
Freeverse and haiku

Let Sleeping Cats
Lie

Year4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts The Tin Forest Did the Shang The Comet Libba: The Mouse Bird Snake The Wild
Dynasty really Magnificent Wolf Robot.
exist? Musical Life of
Grace Nichols One Plastic Bag Elizabeth Cotton
Collected Poems My Heart is a
Sounds Spooky The Wild Robot. Poem
James Carter Podcast




’ Cragside Church of England Primary School English Overview 2025-26




’ Cragside Church of England Primary School English Overview 2025-26




’ Cragside Church of England Primary School English Overview 2025-26




’ Cragside Church of England Primary School English Overview 2025-26




’ Cragside Church of England Primary School English Overview 2025-26




’ Cragside Church of England Primary School English Overview 2025-26




" Cragside Church of England Primary School English Overview 2025-26




Cragside Church of England Primary School English Overview 2025-26

Year 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Transcription Securing automatic joined handwriting Increasing writing speed Fluent, automatic joins
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Consistent slant and size

Capital letters and digits correctly formed and
sized

Writing neatly at length

Dictation

Maintaining legibility under time pressure
Presentation for different purposes (notes, final
drafts

Dictation

Number formation

Choosing when to print or join (e.g., diagrams,
labels)

High presentation standard across curriculum
Dictation
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Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Survivors Ultimate Fiction: | Talk Like
Darwin's Dragons Explorers Treason by Belie a River Fiction: Greek
Doherty Myths
Beowulf A Boy, aBearand a
Boat Animals on the Persuasion: Pitch it
Shackleton’s move (Activelearn) Adventures of
Journey Odysseus
Reading Word reading:

apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English Appendix 1,
both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet.

Comprehension:

maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide
range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks reading books that are structured in different ways and
reading for a range of purposes increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions

recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices identifying and discussing themes and
conventions in and across a wide range of writing making comparisons within and across books learning a wider range of poetry
by heart preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so
that the meaning is clear to an audience understand what they read by: checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing
their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context asking questions to improve their understanding drawing
inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas identifying
how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including
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figurative language, considering the impact on the reader distinguish between statements of fact and opinion retrieve, record and
present information from non-fiction participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for

themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously explain and discuss their understanding of
what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where
necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views.

Oracy

Focus:
Foundations of
Discussion &
Active Listening
Key PoS
Coverage

listen and respond
appropriately to
adults and their
peers

maintain attention
and participate
actively in
collaborative
conversations,
staying on topic
and initiating and
responding to
comments
consider and
evaluate different
viewpoints,
attending to and
building on the
contributions of

Focus:
Questioning,
Speculation &
Vocabulary
Development

Key PoS
Coverage

ask relevant
questions to extend
their understanding
and knowledge
use relevant
strategies to build
their vocabulary
use spoken
language to
develop
understanding
through
speculating,
hypothesising,
imagining and
exploring ideas
articulate and justify
answers,

Focus:
Explanation &
Reasoning

Key PoS
Coverage

give well-structured
descriptions,
explanations and
narratives for
different purposes,
including for
expressing feelings
articulate and justify
answers,
arguments and
opinions

speak audibly and
fluently with an
increasing
command of
Standard English
gain, maintain and
monitor the interest
of the listener(s)
Learning

Focus: Debate &
Evaluating
Viewpoints

Key PoS
Coverage
participate in
discussions,
presentations,
performances, role
play, improvisations
and debates
consider and
evaluate different
viewpoints,
attending to and
building on the
contributions of
others

articulate and justify
answers,
arguments and
opinions

select and use
appropriate
registers for

Focus:
Performance, Role
Play & Audience
Awareness

Key PoS
Coverage
participate in
discussions,
presentations,
performances, role
play, improvisations
and debates

gain, maintain and
monitor the interest
of the listener(s)
speak audibly and
fluently with an
increasing
command of
Standard English
select and use
appropriate
registers for
effective
communication

Focus:
Independent
Presentation &
Oracy Mastery
Key PoS
Coverage

(All statements
revisited and
applied
independently)
give well-structured
descriptions,
explanations and
narratives for
different purposes,
including for
expressing feelings
participate in
discussions,
presentations,
performances, role
play, improvisations
and debates

gain, maintain and
monitor the interest
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others

speak audibly and
fluently with an
increasing
command of
Standard English
Learning
Opportunities
Establish
discussion
guidelines and
roles

Talk partner
routines and
accountable talk
stems

Listening ladder
self-assessment
Circle time with
structured
turn-taking
Book talk
discussions
Modelling and
practising
respectful
disagreement

arguments and
opinions
Learning
Opportunities
Hot seating
(History/English
characters)
Science hypothesis
discussions
Question matrix
activities
Vocabulary
upgrading games
Philosophy for
Children (P4C)
enquiries
Small-group
exploratory talk

Opportunities
Maths reasoning
presentations
Explaining scientific
processes

Time connectives
and causal
language modelling
“Convince me”
problem-solving
tasks

Paired rehearsal
before whole-class
explanation

effective
communication
Learning
Opportunities
Formal class
debates
(chairperson,
speaker roles)
Moral dilemma
discussions
(History/PSHE)
Preparing balanced
arguments

Using evidence to
support points
Reflective peer
feedback

Learning
Opportunities
Poetry performance
Drama techniques
(freeze frame,
conscience alley)
Presenting to
another class
Voice projection,
pace and
expression
workshops
Adapting tone for
formal/informal
contexts

of the listener(s)
select and use
appropriate
registers for
effective
communication
consider and
evaluate different
viewpoints,
attending to and
building on the
contributions of
others
Learning
Opportunities
Independent
research
presentation project
Group project
pitches
Panel-style
discussion
Reflective
self-evaluation
against rubric
Recorded final
presentation
(baseline
comparison)
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Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Survivors Ultimate
Darwin's Dragons Explorers Treason by Belie Fiction: | Talk Like Fiction: Greek
(ActivelLearn) Doherty a River Myths
A Boy, aBearand a
Beowult Boat Animals on the P on: Pi Adventures of
move ersuasion: Pitch Odvsseus
Shackleton’s (ActiveLearn) it (Activelearn) y

Journey
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Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
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Transcription

Writing fluently and legibly at speed
Developing personal handwriting style
Consistent letter size and proportion
Writing for sustained periods

Dictation

Maintaining legibility in note-taking
Adapting handwriting for audience and
purpose

Clear differentiation between similar
letters

Dictation

Confident, efficient, mature handwriting
style

Automatic joins

Presentation suitable for transition to Year
6

Dictation
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Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Pig Heart Boy Letters from the Love that dog - Novel by Floodland by The Journey
Lighthouse — Sharon Creech significant author Marcus
Blood Emma Carroll Poetry (Clippa) Harry Miller’s Sedgewick JLV
(ActiveLearn) Run — David Transition
Seven Ghosts Almond Unit (tbc)
Chris Priestly
Town Is by the
Sea by Joanne
Schwartz
Reading Word reading:

apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English Appendix 1,
both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet.

Comprehension:

maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide
range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks reading books that are structured in different ways and
reading for a range of purposes increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions

recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices identifying and discussing themes and
conventions in and across a wide range of writing making comparisons within and across books learning a wider range of poetry
by heart preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so
that the meaning is clear to an audience understand what they read by: checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing
their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context asking questions to improve their understanding drawing
inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
predicting what might happen from details stated and implied




Cragside Church of England Primary School

English Overview 2025-26

summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas identifying
how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including
figurative language, considering the impact on the reader distinguish between statements of fact and opinion retrieve, record and
present information from non-fiction participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for
themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously explain and discuss their understanding of
what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where
necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views.

Oracy

Focus: Discussion
& Justification
Objectives: Lead
discussions; use
evidence; build on
ideas

Outcomes:
Whole-class
discussion,
leadership
Activities:
Text-based debate;
group discussion
leader roles

Focus: Explanation
& Formal
Presentation
Objectives:
Structured
explanations;
formal register
Outcomes:
Presentations
linked to topics
Activities:
Information
leaflets/leaflet
presentation; formal
speech

Focus: Debate &
Persuasion
Objectives:
Participate in formal
debates; select
vocabulary
Outcomes:
Persuasive debate
speeches
Activities: Class
debate; formal
motion evaluation

Focus: Drama &
Role Play
Objectives:
Explore complex
characters; adjust
tone & expression
Outcomes:
Monologues/role-pl
ay

Activities:
Character
hot-seating;
conscience alley

Focus:
Collaborative
Problem Solving
Objectives:
Lead/summarise
discussions; ask
probing questions
Outcomes: Group
enquiry projects
Activities: Group
research & oral
presentations;
problem-solving
tasks

Focus: Independent
Formal Presentation
Objectives:
Extended
speeches/presentatio
ns; self-evaluate
Outcomes:
Leaver’s speeches
Activities: Leavers’
speeches; reflective
presentations
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Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Key Texts Pig Heart Boy Letters from the Love that dog - Novel by Floodland by The Journey
Lighthouse — Sharon Creech significant author Marcus
Blood Emma Carroll Poetry (Clippa) Harry Miller’s Sedgewick JLv
(ActiveLearn) Run — David Transition
Seven Ghosts Almond Unit (tbc)

Chris Priestly

Town Is by the
Sea by Joanne
Schwartz
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Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
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Transcription

Securing Fluency & Presentation
Standards
Handwriting (Letter-join Focus)
e Re-establishing consistent
joined script
e Even letter sizing and
orientation
Clear ascenders/descenders
Maintaining joins at speed
Writing across lines accurately
Consistent spacing between
words and sentences
Letter-join emphasis:
e Refining tricky joins (e.g. br, pr, vr,
fl)
e Maintaining legibility during
extended writing
e Developing personal but legible
style
Application & Stamina
e Sustaining legibility in timed tasks
e Writing with consistent slant and
rhythm
e Developing automaticity (no
pauses to think about joins)

Precision & Editing
Handwriting
e Writing neatly at speed in
test-style conditions
e Maintaining presentation under
timed constraints
e Paragraphing clearly and
consistently
e Controlled descenders that sit
neatly on lines
Letter-join emphasis:
e Automatic joins in all contexts
e Confident personal style that
remains fully legible
SATs Preparation & Mastery

Handwriting
e Sustained fluency in multi-page
writing

e Presentation suitable for
secondary transition

e No loss of legibility under
pressure

Light Consolidation (Pre/Post SATs
depending on timing)
e Maintaining presentation
standards
e Independent proofreading
routines
Refinement & Secondary Readiness
Handwriting Mastery
e Developing efficient, mature
writing style
e Controlled note-taking
e Writing quickly without loss of
clarity
e Adapting style for purpose (formal
exam vs quick notes)

Bridging to KS3:
e Independent dictionary use
e [Editing extended essays
e Academic vocabulary
development
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Presentation across subjects
(science/history)

Letter-join emphasis:

Speed without loss of clarity
Refining capital letter size in
relation to lowercase

Clear differentiation between
similar letters (a/o, n/m, r/v)
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